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Our Bradenton/Sarasotacongregation hasaweb
address! Wearehopingthatitwill beavehicleof quick
and up-to-dateinformationfor our churchfamily members,
but it isalso awonderful outreach tool. Jason Van Beek
isour web master. He has created an easy to read site.
Look thesiteup: cofchristbradenton.com. There
youwill findalink toview thebulletinsfor thelast four
or fiveweeks. Youmay alsolistentotheservicesif
you havetheappropriateaudio softwareonyour
computer. The Celebration Newsisthereinfull color.
Therearea solinkstotheWorld Church, Florida
Mission Center, and Graceland University sites. So
many opportunitiesareavailablewithjustaclick!

Ourwebsiteisstill inthebuilding process, but we
feel thereisenoughinformationthat you cantell your
friendsaboutit. Oneof thelinkshasthechurch's
visionand missionstatements. Check it outand
encourage othersto do the same. Weare very excited
to haveentered the 21st century!

Red, Hot and Blowin'

How shall wedescribethe Holy Spirit, reveal edin the Pentecost experienceof thechurch?

Red - Thecolor of fire, which crackles, spreadsand consumeswhat it contacts. So doesthe Spirit of God move
with el ectricity through peopl e, from personto person asweinteractinthegospel. Pentecost showsusthat Godintendsto
conquer theworldthrough hiswords, spread by us.

Hot - Twodisciplesreceivedteaching fromtherisen Jesus, and they felt their heartsburning withinthem. (Luke
24:32) SotheHoly Spirit movesontheWord of God and turnssad heartstojoy, infusesconfidencewheretherewasfear,
and createsfaith wheretherewasdoubt. Pentecost urgesusto pray for the heat of the Spirit to warm our inner selves.

Blowin'-likethewind. The Spiritisat onetimeGod'sgentlebreath, at another timeit blowswith hurricanepower.
Likethewind, the Spiritwill not becontrolled or directed by any human being, andtheforceishardly predictable. Pente-
cost urgesusto be opento surprisesunder therulesof the Spirit, to beready for changes, of course, and new directions.
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More Praise Coming

TheBradenton/SarasotaCommunity of Christhas
been discussing how toimplement acontemporary service
inour worship schedule. Therewereseveral meetings
wheretheleadership and young adultshad input astothe
type of music and the possibletimeof suchaservice.
PossibilitiessuchasSaturday night or early Sunday
morningwereconsidered aswell asthepossibility of a
blended Sunday morning service. After muchdiscussion, it
wasdecidedthat our first contemporary servicewouldbe
implemented on Communion Sunday, April 6th at
10:15AM.

SoonApril 6ththefirst praiseservicewasheld.
DV D'sprovided music, words, and beautiful background
scenery which appeared on our large screen. Therewere
many favorablecommentsfollowingtheservicesuchas
"whenisour next service" or "whencanwedothisagain.”
Thesecommentswere made by peoplefromall age

groups.

Y es, therewill beanother contemporary service.
Plansarebeing madefor aserviceon Sunday, May 11th
withtheservicestartingat 10:40 AM. But, instead of
having two services, theintent isto bring thetwo modes of
worshipintoablended service. Y ou areencouragedto
comeat 10:40 AM and enjoy theupliftingmusicand
praise, but you areal sowelcometocomeinandjoininthe
serviceat theusual timeof 10:55AM.

Please have patience asthisisagrowing processfor
usall. Wefedl itisvery important tofind and provide
worshipfor thedifferent agegroupsand musicthrough
different methodsof worship.

%Qlﬂl[/\

LORD!

Any requestsor commentsregarding thenew
Blended Worship Servicemay besenttoL arry Bell
(359.69320r Lmb832@msn.com.)

LarryBell, Contemporary Worship Coordinator

"Living in God's Presence"

Thedatefor thenext Spiritual Growth Retreat is
May 2-5 at Deerhaven Retreat Center. Led by Evange-
listsK ar en Palko and AndreaHenson, thisevent pro-
videsopportunity todraw apart and find rest and renewal
inGod'spresenceand love. Theweekend theme of
"Living in God's Presence - God's Gift of Sanctuary”
will allow attendeestoexploretheir rel ationshipwiththe
Divine. Therewill betimefor journalingandindividual
timeaswell ascorporateworshipandlearning. Toseean
informational flyer ortoregister on-line, visit
cofchristfmc.org/announce.html.

Florida Mission Center
Youth Camps

Junel5-21 Senior High Camp
Amy ClevelandandDonBailey, Directors

June22-26 Junior Camp
Betty Y oder, Director

July 6-12 Junior High Camp
CharlieBrownand LornaOwens, Directors

July 18-26 SPEC, Graceland Univer sity
GregMilam, Director

Aug.2-9 High AdventureCamp
MikeBarnett, Director

Informative and Interesting

Our congregati on hosted aPreachingWorkshopon
April 18thand 19th. Forty peopleattended thetwo day
event. Itwasheldinthefellowship hall whereapower
point presentation was ableto beviewed because of our
recently installed wirelessaccess. | am pleased to report
that our congregati on wasrepresented by 25 of our
priesthood members. Theworkshopwastaught by Jane
Watkins, FloridaMission Center Financia Officer.

[twasavery informativeandinteresting class.
TempleSchool creditwasa soavailable. Thisworkshop
will beoffered onemoretimeintheMission center at the
Gainesvillecongregationin August of 2008.

Jim Deering, Administrative Pastor
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Spirit Filled Vessels

Section 163:6¢ of the Counsel tothechurchreads:
"How can the Spirit fill vessels that are unwilling to
expand their capacity to receive and give according
to a full measure of God's grace and truth?"

Duringthemonth of May, wewill bestudying
scripturesabout the Holy Spirit. Thefirst chapter of Acts
tellsusthat Jesusprepared hisdisciplestocarry onhis
ministry when hewould nolonger bewiththem. He
encouraged themto "Wait Faithfully." EldersJim
Deeringand M ar ciaBrougher will sharetheir ministry
onCommunionSunday, May 4.

Just as Jesusencouraged hisdisciplesto
beready tobefilledwiththeHoly
Q

Spirit, weareencouragedto

welcometheHoly Spiritinour
ownlives. OnMay 11,
Pentecost Day, wewill begin
ourworshipat 10:40AM with
apraiseservice. Elder
BonaL eewill bringa
message onthetheme
"Filled with the Spirit" at
the10:55AM servicewith
Deacon Heather Devine
presding.

TheBook of Matthew
recordstheinstructionsof
theresurrected Jesusto his
disciples. Hecommands

them to "Disciplethe World." Priests Scott Cramer
and Carolyn Deeringwill lead usinworshiponMay 18
aroundthistheme.

"Who Do You Serve?" isthe question that will be
exploredonMay 25. High Priest Nanette Dizney will
sharewith usabout the pitfallsof serving two masters.
Elder JoFenn-Martinwill presideover thisservice
whichwill encourageustohavefaithin God'sabundance.

Areyouwillingtoexpandyour capacity toreceive
and give? Attending theworship serviceson Sunday
morningsaswell asWednesday eveningsmay helpyouin
your faithwalk. AreyouaSpiritfilled vessel? Comeand
learnabouttheHoly Spirit.

JoFenn-Martin, Worship Coordinator

Points to Ponder

A lot of Christiansmay do nothing, but thereareno
Christianswhohavenothingtodo.

Never pray for morethanyouarewillingtowork for.

Wedo not havetheright to do aswe please, unless
wepleasetodowhat isright.

Things You Should Know
Thefollowingisafinancial updatethrough 3/31/08.

Annua Budget $63,600
Operatinglncome $14,033 22% of budget
Operating Expenses $12,794 20% of budget

Currentbalance3/31/08 $1,239

Did you know our congregationdistributesapproximately
65 copiesof theHeraldmonthly tofamiliesand friends?
Thecost forasinglecopy, includingdeliveryis$2.00or
$24.00 per year. Thetotal cost for theyear of 2007 was
$1,534. Inthe past we have had a separate Herald
offeringenvel opetwiceayear includedwith our regular
envelopes. Thisenvelopeserved asareminder for
contributorsto hel p defray someof theexpensefor this
publication. TheWorld Churchdiscontinuedtheseenve-
lopestwoyearsago. Our donationsfor thispublication
havea most compl etely stopped. If youwouldliketo
contributetothisgreat program, just writeontheleft hand
sideof your regul ar offeringenvelope"Herald" andthe
amount of your contribution. Thiswouldbegreatly
appreciated.

And another program that we nolonger hear much about
isour Gracel and University Congregational Matching
Grant Program. Over the past severa yearswe have
given$4,000for our youthtoattend Graceland University.
Graceland then matchestheamount. If youwouldliketo
contributetothisprogram, just mark ontheleft hand side
of your envel ope” Gracel and Grant Program”" andthe
amount. What awonderful gift thisisfor our youth.

Futher mor e, anyonewantingtodonatemoney to Our
Father'sCupboard canwriteon any blank lineonthel eft
sideof your offering envel ope” Our Father'sCupboard"
andfill intheamount. Thisway your contributionwill be
onyour quarterly statement.

Bob Beer s, Congregation Financial Officer
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An Appeal

| am becoming more acutely aware of our need as
disciplesof JesusChristtojoininmighty prayer for the
welfareof thecongregation, thechurch, our communities,
andtheworld. Only passionateand heartfelt prayer can
turnasidetheforcesthat are destroying men, women,
children, and our earth. | am suggesting that we havea
great, untapped prayer power asacommunity of saints.
Weneedto gather together inthespirit of compassion
and pray for thosewho do not yet know Christ, thosewho
need blessingsand spiritual support, andthosewhoare
serving theneedsof humanity wherever that may be.

Asthe Community of Christ wearecalled by God
to be a healing and redeeming agent (Doctrine and
Covenants 156) intheworld and for theworld. Buttodo
that meanswemust intentionally confront theforcesof
darknessanddestruction, oh, not physically confronting
but spiritually confronting. Wednesday night Prayer and
Praise Serviceisonetimeweare ableto gather in prayer
at church, but that isnot theonly timeto gather, and it
doesn't haveto beat church. How wonderful it would be
if wecould havefiveor six homeswherewe could gather
for prayer each week or at least twiceamonth. Wetried
that oncebeforeand for atimeit worked well. Isittime
totryitagain?

Gatheringtogether will only work if wefeel the
Holy Spirit callingustobemoreproactively engagedwith
theSpiritinbringingthespiritual power of our congrega-
tionto bear for all whoneedit. Theworld criesout; can
you hear it? Canyoufeel it? Let meknow personally if
youareinterested, and wewill gofromthere.

Evangelist Bob Slasor

Familiar Faces- Many friendshipsweremade, and old
onesrenewed, at therecent Y oung Adult Event. Shown
intheabovepictureareold" friendsJaAnaParham,
Kenny Powell, KarlaVan Beek, Rachel Dizney.

Mother's Day Poem

When God created mothers,
Hepursued aspecia plan;
For their task istooimportant,
Tobehandled by aman.

Hecreated themin beauty,
Full of tendernessandlove;
Andof all of Hiscreations,
They'rethe onesHe'sfondest of .

For amother'slovecomesclosest,
Tothelovethat Godalone;
CanoffertoHischildren,
AsHeleadsthemto Histhrone.

It'salovewithout condition,
Pureandsimple, triedandtrue;
Sometimesshouted, oftenwhispered,
Ever present, alwaysnew.

Our mother'sloveisfaithful,
It'senduringtotheend;
Andthroughyearsof tender nurture,
Shebecomesour lifelongfriend....

Written by Joe Masek, brother of Car olyn Deering

Where are They?

Theweekend of April 11- 131 attended theFlorida
Mission Center'sMen'sRetreat at Deerhaven Confer-
ence and Retreat Center. Therewere 61 menin atten-
danceranging fromtheageof 14to someintheir nine-
ties. Ministry wasbrought by Evangelist Danny Belrose.
Together weexploredwhat it meansto becomevul ner-
ableto God'sgrace. It wasagreat weekend.

Ralph Day from the Atlantaareawastherewith
hisson-in-law Jim. Ralphwasour pastor afew years
back. He, and many others, kept asking mewherethe
rest of the"guys' frommy congregationwere. Many of
you were asked about by name. Sadly, | had no answer
forthem.

Perhapsmorewill attend next year and beblessed
by the experience. Men'sRetreat isheld thefirst or
secondweekendinApril eachyear.

Scott Cramer
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Great Resource

A fewweeksagol visited our congregation's
library and wassurprised to see so many availablenew
books. Some have been suggested reading intheHerald.
Thereare"help" books, beautifully illustrated children's
books, and"old" books. Oneparticular"old" book that |
enjoyedreadingistitied Howto Talk to God WhenY ou
Aren't Feeling Religiousby CharlesMerrill Smith. Itwas
writtenin 1971. What awonderful senseof humor the
author has! Forty-ninedelightful prayersarefoundinthis
book with chapterstitled "IsAll thisGuilt Really Neces-
sary?", "Would Jesus Drive a Cadillac?", "Am |
Really a Jew, and isthat O.K. with You?" and the 49th
chapter "I'm Still Not Feeling Religious." Don't ook for
thisbook right away as| haven't returned it yet!

Why don'tyouvisitthecongregation'slibrary soon?
Takeachildwithyouto seethevariety of booksfor them
also. Check out thelibrary and thegreat job that Beth
Slasor, our librarian, doesinweeding out and addingto
thelibrary.

Bona Lee

Thank You

TheOur Father'sCupboar d wouldliketothank
everyonefor continuously hel pingwithfoodanddonations.
It hashelped alot. Please keep up thegood work. Thanks
toBill and Lil Caudlefor the many egg cartonswhich
arebeing given out after we add eggs.

Therehavebeen so many youngfamiliesthat have
lost their jobsand havenoincometoliveon. Thefood
fromthe Cupboard hasbrought apositiveimpact onthe
bleak livesthey arenow facing. Withyour donationswe
areabletoshopfor nutritional foodthat thefamiliesare
needing. Mark and | havebeen busy squeezing oranges
and grapefruit to hand out tothefamilies. Aslongasthe
fruitcomesin, wewill continueto squeeze!

Thank you to Bona L eefor thetwin sheetsand
blanketswhichweregiventotheManateeChildren'sSer-
vices. Everythingthat hasbeen donatedisneeded and being
used. Wewould oncemorethank thefamiliesthat donated
thefreezersandrefrigerator. They havehelpedalot.

Mark Bee and Patti Benjamin-Bovee
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, Back by popul ar demand,
n ﬂ the Beach Breakfast!
_%ret TheBeach Breakfast will
- . “a behddat theCafeon the

Bmakfas.t Beach on Holmes

Beach whichisat theend
of Manatee Ave, on May 10 at 8:30 AM. Comeand
joinothersaswegather on the beach to enjoy breakfast
together. Order your choiceof thebreakfast offerings, sit
together with other churchfamily membersandfriends,
and enjoy the breezeand sun. Thisisatimeto bewith
each other, relax, and to bask in the beauty of the beach.
Eventhemost pressing Saturday errandswill takeona
morerelaxed feeling after beingwith each other insucha
beautiful setting.

P.S. If you can't makeit right at 8:30 AM come
anyway. It seemsthere are alwayssomewho enjoy the
atmosphereandjust wantto"hangaround' alittlelonger.

{)/{»F SErE-

“Now that everyone's greeted their neighbor
with a handshake, the ushers will be
dispensing hand sanitizer.”
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We're Looking Good!

The 2008 Congregational Directories have been
distributed. Themain comment that hasbeenheardis
"Wow, thepictureslook good!" Thepicturesdoadd color
tothedirectory, but pleasebrowsethroughall the pages.
Thereisinformationto answer questionsthat areoften
heard such as, "Who do | call to put a name on the
prayer list?" or "Who can tell me if the church is
available for an activity?" Names and phone numbers
of congregational officersarelisted aswell aspriesthood
members. Ever wonder how to get intouchwith presi-
dent of theFloridaMission Center (FM C) or theapostlein
charge of our area? FM C address and phone numbersas
well asstaff memberscan befound right next toinforma-
tionregarding Deerhaven Retreat and Conference Center.
For those who do not have accessto theinternet, the
telephonetreewill show youwhoshouldbecallingyou
and/or who you should call when amessagetothecon-
gregationisbeing sent out.

If you havenot receivedyour 2008 Directory,
pleaselet me, Elaine Gregg, know. Thosewinter people
whohavenot receivedtheir directory, pleasegivemeyour
northernaddressand your copy will bemailedtoyouor
you can get it when you return south. If youreceivea
directory that hasablank page or seemstobemissing
some pages, pleaselet meknow. Each side of the page
wasprinted separately, and the printer sometimessent a
blank pagethrough. Also, itwashand assembledincreas-
ingthepossibility of moreerrors. So, don't hesitateto get
areplacement, but youwill needtotradeinthedefective
one.

Elaine Gregg

Make sure you get your
2008 Directory!
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Aaron Stevens
BarbaraJousma

DaeMorgan
LilianaRodriguez

Carol Curtis

CharlieWalker
BettieChlebina

Brittney Roberts
BrandonMorgan

Betty Willetts

Jacob Rodriguez
ColeVanBeek

MilliePark

KayBudd

Laura& Bob Vaughan (anniv)
JoanWooderson& Ray Daniels(anniv)
WandaFenn

TobinCooper

&
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Annivefsar

Birthday
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Let's Have a Good Time
Together

BuonGiorno! TheFundRaisingcommitteeand
friendsaregearing up for theupcoming Spaghetti Din-
ner/Silent Auction/K araokeon Saturday, May 3rd at
5:30 PM. DaleMorgan will head up the kitchen crew,
and heisplanningawonderful dinner. Y ouwon't go away
hungry! Asabonus, and back by popular demand, will be
karaokefor anevening of funand entertainment. (Who
couldforget theparticipantsat last year'sevent!).

Theitemsfor theSilent Auctionarenow being
displayedinthelnformation Center and thebidding has
begun. Thereisawidevariety of itemsand services
including aweeksvacationintheNorth Georgiamoun-
tains, jewelry, gift certificates, themebaskets, and many
homedecor items. Biddingwill continueuntil 7:30PM on
Saturday, May 3rd.

Don'tmissout onthisevent. Ticketsareavailable
from Fund Raisingmembers; Scott Cramer, Dale
Morgan, Suzanne Grimmer, Betty & LouisWilletts,
Tim Devine, Nancy Skene, and Kaitlyn James. Invite
your friends, buy tickets, and start bidding. ComeonMay
3rd, and let'shave agood timetogether. Ciao!

Y our FundRaisingCommittee
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Spiritual Growth Retreat I:'?[ .3;;/
Deerhaven Sl

Potluck Dinner N

LeadershipMeeting,
7:00PM

Mother'sDay
CampSign-UpDay
PancakeBreakfast, 9:30

>
<
B®R BBE B S8 &

FMT Meeting, 6:00 PM
Memoria Day

I n addition to the above -

Each Sunday morning:
9:30AM Fellowship Timewith coffee, juiceandlight
snacks

10:00AM Classesfor all ages
10:55 AM Community Worship

Wednesday:
7:00PM PraiseService

The Things You Cannot Buy

Thebest and sweetest thingsinlifearethingsyoucannot buy,
Themusic of thebirdsat dawn, therainbow inthesky;
Thedazzlingmagicof thestars, themiracleof light;

Thepreciousgiftsof healthand strength, of hearing,
speechandsight;

Thepeaceof mindthat crowdsabusy lifeof work well done;
A faithin God that deepensasyou face the setting sun;

Theboonof love, thejoy of friendship astheyearsgo by;
Y oufindthegresatest blessingsarethethingsyou cannot buy.

Celebration News is a publication of the

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST

5817 33rd StreetE
Bradenton FL 34203-5413

ChurchPhone: 941.751.5441

website: cofchristbradenton.com
Newsletter Editor: Elaine Gregg, 941.351.1072

Please address suggestions and comments to:
Elaine Gregg, 8075 36th St Cir E, Sarasota 34234

Beach Breakfast, ‘ // <&
8:30AM ./ S

€ Nancy Peter s has been hel ping students at Rowlett
Elementary Magnet School learntoquiltinan after school
enrichment program, and Zoe Van Beek isone of those
learningabout quilting?

€ Heather Cosgrove Manfull with Dani, Kenny
Johnson, Kelsey Adams, and Karlaand Jason Van
Beek with Zoe and Colewere among 50 young adults
andfamiliesfromninestateswho attendedthe" Seizethe
Day" Y oung Adult Retreat held at Deerhaven Retreat
Center thelast weekend in March, and Nancy Skeneand
Nanette Dizney were part of the support staff?

€ Jerilyn Gregg-Chlebinaand Elaine Gregg visited
M egan Chlebinain Salt Lake City, Utah, took atour of
theMormon compound, and, after abeautiful snowfall,
went to thetop of aski mountainviaaski tram?

€ CharlieWalker hasagreed to beour Y outh L eader
for 2008? Beready to say "yes' if hecallsfor assistance!

€ FrankieScholl drew the"springfairy" shown
below?
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Community of Christ

% Elaine Gregg

8075 36th Street Cir E
Sarasota FL  34243-6309

Address Correction Requested

“Whoever Y -

one of these o
little children

in my name i

welcomes me...™ & 4

Mark 9:37 st / ‘

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
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