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%o you remember what you were doing 20 years ago on January 28, 1996? Some of us were at the Dedication of our
churchbuilding. We were excited that we had finished paying the loan that was taken out when we first started building
our church facility. Our new home was so much larger than our former church home. And it even had classrooms with
doors instead of curtains! We had a larger sanctuary, kitchen, and fellowship hall. We were very happy as we celebrated
thatweekend.

On Saturday one of the programs took place outside near the southwest corner. Atthistime we planted many lovely new
bushes, but the activity remembered most was burying a time capsule. APVC pipe was filled with notes that many of
those in attendance had written as well some other mementos.

Many times in the 20 years since then, people would say, "Is it time to open the time capsule yet?" As the date to do so
nears, many of those same people are now saying, "'l don't remember writing anything!" Itwon't be long before we will
witness what was buried in the ground for these 20 years. It will happen at 4:30 pm on Saturday. Itwill be interesting!!!

The opening of the time capsule is one event that is being anticipated, but there will be other activities to celebrate also.
We will gatherat 3:00 pmon Saturday for socializing which will include some outdoor activities, indoor games, and snacks.
After we open the time capsule, there will be a BBQ chicken dinner. You will also be able to share your memories and
enjoy guessing whose picture isondisplay inthe Information Center. Youwill also have an opportunity to putyour
thoughts into the new time capsule, because it will be buried again for another 20 years.

We're looking forward to a fun, meaningful weekend, a time to remember the past and reflect on the future. Thefollowingisa
scheduleofthe festivities. Itishoped that youwill join us for Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. We will be talking
about this celebration weekend for the next 20 years.

January 30, Saturday

3:00pm Socializing, Gamesand Snacks for All b _ .,T'_ﬁ__ v ¢ Ve &
4:30pm Recoveringand Opening < " -
theTime Capsule .
6:00pm BBQ ChickenDinner Actions Speak LOUdly
January 31, Sunday Do notwaste time bothering whether you "love" your

9:30am Fellowship Breakfast neighbor; act as if you did. Assoon as we do this, we
' find one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as

10:00am Ch|IQrensCIa§ses ) ifyouloved someone, youwill presently cometo love
10:55am  Special Worship Celebration them. --D.S. Lewis
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The New Year

Where are we going is my question to you? Thisisanexcitingtimein
the life of the Bradenton-Sarasota Community of Christ. We will be
celebrating our 20 years of debt free worship in this Holy Place on
33rd Avenue East. What will we find in the time capsule? Some are
really nervous. Will it be filled with mud and water? Will we be able
to read the hopes for the future that many of us wrote? Will we be
disappointed that some of those hopes were lost? Will we be sad
remembering those who had dreams who are no longer with us.
Maybe you weren't even here 20 years ago.

There are lots of things to think about and ponder. What are your
hopes and dreams? Where do you see yourself in 20 years? What
will our church family look like inthe future? Personally, lwould like
to be here to open the time capsule in 2036, but that would make me
older than dirt, so maybe not! So back to the here and now!

My dream isto continue to guide our congregation toward Christ's
mission. Everyone of usisinvited to receive, embody, and shareall
the dimensions of Christ's peace. So where are we going?

We need to share what we have. Mission isa long journey in the
samedirectionand with all our giftedness and callings, we can
cultivate hope, discernment, discovery, and missional innovation.

Andrea Cooper, Pastor

We observed the Setting Apart of our new Pastor, Andrea
Cooper, on the first Sunday of the new year. The Pastor's
Leadership Team of Jo Willetts, Vera Kramer, Jim Deering,
Charyn Walker, Ginger Robertson for Nanette Dizney, and
Melinda Creel were set apart. Karen Palko, Al Mount, and
Glenn Day offered the prayers for thig special service.

Teamwork that Builds
Friendships

Inameeting at church recently, 1 was reminded
that when we work together as a team, we
will build lasting friendships. 1 believe thisto
be true. As I look around at our congregation,
| can see many friendships that were built out
ofteamwork. Teamwork has built friendships
between many of you and myself.

Eccelesiastes4:9-12isagreatemphasisonthis.

4:9 - Two are better off than one, because
together they can work more
effectively.

Aswe work more effectively, we do build
friendships. We also are able to share God's
work at a better capacity.

4:10 - If one of them falls down, the one can
help the other up.
But, ifsomeoneisaloneand falls, it's just too
bad, because there is no one to help. When
we are there to pick each other up, we will
anddo build friendships, and we will share
God'slove.

4:11 - If its cold, two can sleep together and
stay warm, but how can you keep warm
by yourself.

When we keep each other warm, we will build

friendships, and againwe will share God's
love.

4:12 - Two men can resist an attack that
would defeat one man alone. A rope
of three cords is hard to break.

Afriendship builtwith God's love will lasta
lifetime.

We are better together than we are on our
own. I look forward to building lasting
friendshipswithall of you.

Melinda Creel, Assistant to the Pastor
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Time to Simplify and Prepare

The scripture lessons for the month of February all come for the book of Luke. The
following worship opportunitiesare available aswe beginthe journey of Lent. Lent
guides us as we prepare for the events of Holy Week and Easter.

Transfiguration Sunday

Thesstory of the Transfiguration is found in the 9th chapter of Luke starting with
verse 28. Transfiguration Sunday, February 7th, isan invitation to reflecton our
humanity while we celebrate that Jesus Christ offers peace and hope for everyone.
Evangelists Len Youngand Karen Palkowill bring ministry on this Communion
Sunday around the theme Glimpse Jesus' Glory.

Ash Wednesday

AshWednesday is February 10th. Elders Charyn Walker and Jim Brougher will
be leading us in worship at the 7:00 pm service on that Wednesday. This marks the
beginning of Lentwhich isthe season in the Christian calendar that occurs during the
40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter. Itisatime tosimplify our living; a
time to prepare ourselves to experience the fullness of hope and joy that is realized at
Easter.

First Sunday in Lent

Sojourn in the Wilderness is the theme on February 14th. Jesus enters a time of
trial and temptation when he fastsand prays with his intent focused on mission.
Priest Patty Day and Teacher Jo Willetts will bring the lesson found in the 4th
chapter of Luke. Youth Ministries Day will be celebrated on this Sunday as well.

Second Sunday in Lent

Luke's Gospel lesson challenges us to model Jesus by living with similar courage and
resolve. Being part of the body of Christ strengthens our faith as we live as disciples.
Approaching Jerusalem, Jesus continues to be grounded in the mission before him.
Elder Jim Brougher will be speaking on this subject on February 21st with Priest
Carolyn Deering presiding.

Third Sunday in Lent

Repent and Become Fruitful. Jesus calls all to a change of mind, a change of heart,
achange of direction. He invites his followers to look withinand to make achange for
the better so that their ministry will be fruitful. Evangelist Peggy Youngand Elder Jo
Fenn-Martinwill present the worship experience on February 28th.

Duringthis Lenten season, we are invited to journey with Christ. We will spend time
practicing spiritual disciplines during our Sunday morning worship services for the next
five Sundays. This practice is designed to draw us closer to God. The above listed
worship servicesaswell asthe Wednesday night Prayer and Praise serviceswill enrich
our preparation for Easter. Use them for that purpose and enjoy the leading of the Spirit
of God as we share in worship with others who are travelling the Lenten journey.

Jo Fenn-Martin for the Worship Team
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Year End
Congregation
Financial Update

We, the Bradenton/Sarasota
congregation, ended 2015 year
with only asmall excess of
expendituresover contribution
income. However, our fund
raisers more than covered the
shortfall. Expenditures were
$208.61 more than contribu-
tions. The unexpended portion
of the youth activity budget
was transferred to the Youth
Fund Reserve, thereby increas-
ing the excess of expenses

over contributionsto $1,208.61.
Thisamountwastransferred
from Fund Raising to opera-
tionsto offset the short fall.
The year end income and
expense statementispostedin
the Information Center.

Overall, our congregationisin
excellentfinancial condition. |
believe thatthe coming year
will see us reaching out by
sharing the good news and the
peace of Jesus Christ. Any
obstacles that we encounter
will simply prove to be opportu-
nities to grow and become a
stronger force inmoving the
Kingdom of God forward.

Dick Kramer, Congregational
Financial Officer




Praige!

Yard Sale

Ready or not, time for our annual
Yard Saleisquickly approaching.
It'stime to go through our garages,
closetsand cabinetsto look for items
that we can donate for the yard sale.
Afriendly reminder: weare looking
for gently used and clean (no dusty
or cobwebs, please) itemstosell.
We will need all hands on deck for
the week of March 7 - 12 to help in
the setup.

The Yard Sale will be on Saturday,
March 12. We will have our usual
great food, drinks and fun. A Bake
Sale will also be a big part of this
fund-raising event. Look for
upcomingannouncementsand sign-
up sheets to be posted.

Fund-Raising Team

An Invitation

Joinus forworship on Ash
Wednesday, February 10th, 7:00 pm
inour church Fellowship Hall. This
special service marksthe beginning
of our journey with Jesus toward
Easter.

Developing Disciples in 2016

Althougheachaccountisslightly different, the four gospels that tell us the story
of Jesus' life and ministry describe the calling of "the twelve" as somewhat
simplistic; Jesus asks and each one willingly agreesto follow him. While we
might getthe mental picture of every disciple leaving all behind and immedi-
ately walking away with Jesus, | tend to believe that, like all of the people he
spoke to, Jesus first spent time with these chosen men. Most of them were
fishermen, so | imagine they shared a meal or two. Levi the tax collector,
(later named Matthew), even planned and hosted a big banquet in Jesus' honor,
much to the chagrin of the Pharisees.

Theearly disciples' path must have been challenging. Jesus broughtthem
alongas he traveled throughout Galilee, Judea and far away Phoenician
territories. They listened to him preach and witnessed countless miracles. Yet
when the crowds departed, Jesus spent time teaching his disciples. He sent
them outalone without him, warning themto take nothing but a staff; no bread,
no bag, no money - only the tunic on their backs and sandals on their feet. This
was their trial run. Finding that God had well equipped them, "They went out
and preached that people should repent. They drove out many demons
and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them." Mark 6:12-13

Godstill equips us to learn by Jesus' example today. Itisthe vision of the
Developing Disciples to Serve team to offer our congregation opportunities
togrow inourdiscipleship through Temple School Classes thatwill increase
our awareness of how we can effectively use and develop our gifts and talents,
increase our generosity and to enhance our ministry through education. We
would like to invite everyone to join us on this new path of discovery. Itis
through this hands-on learning process that we can be confident in our mission
and ministry. Are you ready to open your mind to new possibilities and under-
standing? Like the first twelve, Jesus will lead us. All we have to do iscome.

Ginger Robertson, Developing Disciplesto Serve

“I'm going into all the world to make
disciples of all nations. So | might be
alittle late for dinner.”
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Grow in Love

Asour new year begins, we find our congregation in-
volved inexciting preparations for the 20th Anniversary
Celebration ofthe dedication of our beautiful building.
For those who were here then, thinking back over the past
20yearsof all those precious memories, the loved ones
who have gone on and how they have impacted our
congregationwill be bitter sweet; however, we are
thankful to our Heavenly Father
forallowingustolaugh, love,
learn, worship, and cry together.

Thehighlighton Saturday,
January 30th, will bethe
opening of the Time Capsule,
thatwill rekindle many memo-
riesofactivitiesand loved ones.
There will also be adisplay of
picturesand memorabiliainthe
Information Center. At6:00
pmayummy BBQ chicken
dinnerwill be served. Sunday,
January 31st, beginswitha
special fellowship breakfast
followed by acelebration
worshipserviceat10:55am.

Our February activities begin
with Family Fun Night on Wednesday, the 3rd -
dinner, gamesand avalentine craftactivity in preparation
for the February potluck. On February 6th, Saturday at
6:00 pm, we will show the movie "War Room™ here at
church. This movie isafaith dramaabouta family crisis
and their journey back to God. February 14thisour
Potluck Dinner with a valentine theme - come share the
food and love on this special day. Thisalso isthe First
Sunday of the Lenten Season, atime of sacrifice, study,
and prayer as we prepare for Easter.

My hope for the year is that as we grow in love and
engage in congregational life activities, we will be brought
closer to God always keeping in mind Christ's Mission
is Our Mission - Invite People to Christ.

Activities forall toenjoy are inthe planning. Keep
reading the Celebration News and the Sunday bulletinto
find out about our next activity - surprises are coming!

VeraKramer, Congregational Ministries

Church School News

How's your prayer life? How about your relationship with
God? Isitcold, hot or lukewarm? If you have seen the
latest Christian movie, "War Room", you already know
how importantitistoengage inaserious selfexamination
of your relationshipwith God. The Adult Church School
classhas begun"The War Room Bible Study." Through
groupand individual study, along withtimely clips fromthe
movie, we are learning how to strengthen and deepen our
relationship with God through prayer and faith. Newcom-
ers to the class are always welcome, and there are still
booksavailable. I1fyou haven't seen the movie, mark your
calendar! We are showing "War Room™ at our Movie
Night on Saturday Evening, February 6,at6:00 pm. A
movie for our elementary age and younger children will be
provided aswell as supervised child care.

Weare currently looking at some new church school
curriculum for our K - 5th grade children offered by our
International Headquarters.

Ginger Robertson, Church School Coordinator

There is no remedy for love but to love
more. ---Henry David Thoreau

A loving heart is the truest wisdom.
---Charles Dickeng

Let ug have faith that right makes

might, and in that faith let us to the
end dare to do our duty as we
understand it. ----Abraham Lincoln

All you need is love. But a little

chocolate now and then does<n't hurt.
--- Charles M. Schulz
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Birt})days and Anniversaries

1 CarolynDeering

2 JasmineRodriguez

7 PennyCramer

11 DanWilletts

12 Nancy Brougher

14 Barbara& Mervin
Smith (anniv)

14 Sally Melchert

15 SandiHunt

19 Karla & Jason Van Beek
(anniv)

22 LindaMount

26 Dick Kramer

27 Margie Geiger
Boettger

Maxeh

1 CharynandCharlie
Walker (anniv)

3 SandraRater

4 Fay Beers

8 JoanWooderson
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Bradenton FL 34203-5413
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Thank You for Your Compassion

Youall have shared so generously with a piece of yourself throughout the past
year, and | wanted to reach out and let you know what your generosity accom-
plished.

The Reach In/Reach Out bucket was the brain child of Dick and Vera
Kramer as members of the Compassionate Ministries Team. We wanted a
way to help the communities we are part of - the world community, the U.S.
community, the local community we are inand the community within. The
Cramer'stold usabout abox their previous congregation uses. Thisboxis
placed inaspot of prominence each Sunday to collect loose change from the
congregation. From this idea, our Reach In ( go deep into your pockets and
heart and provide that loose change) and Reach Out (drop your change in the
bucket each week so we can use it to reach out to those in need) bucket was
born.

We have collected over $5,045 since we started the bucket early in 2015. We
donated $1,500to Outreach International, over $2,200 to the mission work of
JaAnaand Rick Schwartz' congregation in Greenfield, South Carolina; $660 to
Soulsfor Little Soles; $150 emergency
backup for the Manna Bag project; and
over $850 for members of our own
congregationinneed.

Alongour missiontrip, we have had
some fund raising mealsto help "pur-
chase" gifts for those helped by Out-
reach International and the South
Carolinamission. We have each been
approached with requestsand sugges-
tions for future projects.

Ourmissionis beginning to shape up into one of giving to those within our
various communities who have need. Bless each of you; thank you for your
heartfelt contributions and may you have a blessed new year! Come and join
the Compassionate Ministries meetings held at 7:00 pmon the last Thursday of
the month inthe Fellowship Hall.

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge
the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in
every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
This service that you perform ig not only supplying the needs
of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of
thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have
proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that
accompaniesg your confegsion of the gospel of Christ, and for
your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.
Z Corinthiang 9:10-13

JoWilletts, Compassionate Ministries
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Hanging and Unhanging of the A Few Highlights from December
Greens

On Saturday, December 5, nine eager decorators gathered to
make our church home festive for the Christmas holidays. The
lighted wreaths were already in place in the sanctuary, and the
large banners had previously been hung inthe Fellowship Hall.

Dick Kramer and

| Charlie Walker

| celebrate with
first place winner
70e Van Beek at

d the Chili Contest.

Theangel, dove, and poinsettia ornaments that had been made
at the Family Fun Night on December 2 were placed on the
tree after it was assembled. These were the only ornaments
that were used on the tree this year, and they provided a
beautifuland simpledisplay. The angel took her place onthe
top of the tree as always.

The candles in the advent wreath reminded us of the themes of
joy, hope, love, and peace that we celebrate throughout the
advent season. The Christmas banners were hung in the
narthex and the sanctuary, and the nativity scene was displayed
inthe narthex.

Our church home reflected the joy we experienced as we
came to worship each week. But....what goes up, must come
down. SoonJanuary 9, six un-decorators arrived to return the
decorations to the attic and put the church back to its pre-
Christmas condition. Ifyouwantto keep the decorationsyou
made to use on your tree at home next year, please pick them

up.
Thankyoutoall the decorators and un-decorators.

Jasmine and Robert brought their son,
Kane Byron Pusey, to be blessed by
Elders Charyn Walker and Ginger
Robertson on December Z0Oth.

(Left to right) Hailie Rodriguez, Zoe Van Beek, Karla

Van Beek, Jacob Rodriquez provided beautiful Jerﬂgn@regg—Chlebina .
Christmag mugic at our 2015 Christmas Eve Service. light the Advent Candlega nd children pr epare to
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