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Budget Approval Needed

Attherecently held Congregational Business Meeting, the follow- A Business Meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
ing people were elected to serve in the year 2010: December 6th at 9:45 AM to approve the 2010
Pastorate Elaine Gregg, Ginger Robertson, MarciaBrougher Proposed Budget. _Coples of the budg?t are
available so you will be able to peruse itand be
Secretary ready with questions and/or changes. Your
Head Deacon  DavidRobertson support is needed as this determines how our
Librarian Beth Slasor offeringswill distributed in2010.
Auditors Joan Wooderson, Jo Fenn-Martin
Facility Mgmt. Team
3yearterms  JasonVanBeek, Dick Chlebina
1lyearterms JimBrougher, DanWilletts
Fund Raising Team Christmas is the light that burns eternally. It is
3yearterms  Stuart Skene, Karla Van Beek a glow that warms the hearts of people wherever

Let us continue to support those that we voted for with our prayers
andservice.

the message of Peace on earth to those of good
will is believed.

Is Your Stocking Full?

Afterayear of 'stuffing' your little red Christmas stocking, itistime to give it
away! Remember the stocking that you were given at the beginning of 2009? It
should be bursting at its seams after you put your December contributioninit.

When you have added your final monies, bring it to church on December
20th. You will be able to give your "gift" as part of a special Christmas Offering
during the morning worship. Mark your calendar so youwon'tforgetto bring the
stocking with you to church - or forget to come to church that Sunday!

As amember of the Fund Raising Team, Nancy Skene will gather any
remaining stockings during December and the first two weeks of January, 2010.
The monieswill be counted, and total amount raised in this project will be an-
nounced. Please do not leave the stuffed stockings in the office or other places in
the church.

Itis hoped that you have enjoyed watching your stocking fill during the year.
Thankyouand Merry Christmas!
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It's Simply Christmas Nature

Aswerushthroughour daily lives, it
seems to be our nature to take precious little
time for reflection. Itwould appear that God
understood thiswhen he plugged the Sabbath
practice in to the life of the Jews. I'm guessing
thatitis from their influence that we have
placed almost "forced" times when we must take
stock of our lives. Of course, we modern folk
do our best to dress them up with all manner of
shopping, partyingand general rushing around,
butstill, thistime of year just seemsto lend
itselfto taking stock, looking back, and rearrang-
ing priorities.

We are indeed a blessed people. Itdoes
not take all that much to see that as a congrega-
tion of God's people we are most fortunate. For
all of our collective whining, arguing, complain-
ing, restlessness.....we have so much in the way
of blessings to share. At the end of the day, at
the end of the year, we do indeed genuinely
CARE for one another and the community
around us. Thisisawonderful place and time to
be at work in God's kingdom. And YOU area
wonderful group of His people to be laboring
with!

Iwish forall of you continued blessings as
you endeavor to find your passion for God. Let
the blessings of THIS life help useachtorally to
God'scall tobeashining light to others who
would find Him. Itissimply inour "Christmas
Nature"!

Merry, Merry Christmas,
Jim Deering, Administrative Pastor

Enjoy the
Potafo Bar

The Youth will putting on a Potato Bar after
church on Sunday, December 13th. Plan to
stay after church and enjoy a baked potato with
your choice of toppings. Salad and dessertare
onthe menu, also. Come and support the youth
intheir effortto raise funds for upcomingactivi-
ties. See you at the 'bar'!

After their bedtime story and kneeling beside their beds,
The children with hearts o'er flowing, quietly bowed their heads.

They prayed:

Dear gesus, Mommy told us that your birthday's almost here.
We've learned so much about you throughout this passing year.

She said J could have given you my quilt for your manger bed,
And you could have had my pillow underneath your little head.

We know about the things you did; your love-filled ministry.
You caused the lame to walk again and made the blind to see.

You were so very kind and good, but it made us want to cry
When Daddy said they nailed you on a cross, so you would die.

We're glad that you're in heaven now and watch over us each day.
You guide our footsteps and our lives so please hear us when we say;

We love you dear Lord Fesus, and at Christmas once again,
We wish you "Happy Birthday"; in your name we pray, Amen.

Written by Evelyn Masek, Carolyn Deering’s mother

Witness of Ministry

I, Glenn Day, write this witness to the congregation of the
ministry of Our Father's Cupboard so thatall will know of
YOUR good works.

It is a two and sometimes three day effort to get the food
distributed from the Cupboard to those in need. The volunteersare
relentless intheir commitmenttothisministry.

Ninety families (average four in a family) have been fed each
week over the past few weeks. Along with the food, some
clothingand furniture have been distributed, and assistance in
finding shelter and spiritual counseling have been offered. Bless-
ings have been provided with this ministry. We share with you the
warm hugs and thank yous that we receive on behalf of the congre-
gationand friends of the congregation.

My testimony to you is of God's power and love through the
ministry of Our Father's Cupboard. May God continue to bless
and magnify our ministry among His children.

Glenn Day, Evangelist
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Joyful sounds came fromthe Fellow-
ship Hall on Thanksgiving Day as 58
peopleenjoyedsharinginthe
Thanksgiving Dinner held at the
church. All ages were represented
from young to 'mature’. Old and new
friendsappreciated the time towork
together. Anabundance of delicious
offerings were savored by one and

all. Blessingsabounded asanother Two friends who came
Thanksgiving Dinnercametoanend. tohelpasathankyou
because of the kind-

nesstheywere shown.

Walls Were Moved!

Facility Management Team organized agroup to change
the space allocation in the storage building. Wallswere moved to
enlarge Our Father's Cupboard's space by 75%. This gives those
working much more space. More electrical outlets were added for
appliances, also. Now half of the storage building will be used for
Our Father's Cupboard and the other half will be used for church
storage and items for the Annual Yard Sale. Thanksto all those
who relocated the walls and did the electrical work.

Give Thanks

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks
to the Holy One; Give thanks because God's
given Jesus Christ, His Son."

As | write this we are about to celebrate
Thanksgiving, and I do indeed give thanks witha
most grateful heart!! The Lord has blessed me
in so many ways | cannot even begin to count
them. When this newsletter comes out, we will
be looking toward another celebration...the birth
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Again, |
give thanks with amost grateful heart to the
Holy One for the precious gift of His Son.

At this time | also want to take the oppor-
tunity to give thanks to the congregation for all of
the love and support that you have shown me
over the last three years as | have served in
Pastoral Care. You have been in my thoughts
and prayers, and | have carried you on my heart.
May God continue to bless each and every one
of you is my prayer.

Carolyn Deering, Pastoral Care Pastor
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The Cupboard Expands

Thank youall for the supportand help you
have given Our Father's Cupboard. The
Cupboard has needed more roomand the Facility
Management Team has made that possible by
expanding the room we have. The Cupboard has
been seeingagrowing number in need of food,
clothingand household goods. Theaverage
number each month of those receiving services
from out of the Cupboard has been between 90-
100. Thisisa lot of families that need help. The
Cupboard always needs help on Thursday and
Friday of each week. New volunteers are
needed so that the work load can be lightened on
those coming each week. Come and help out,
you may enjoy it! You are always welcome.

Patty Bovee-Benjamin and
Mark Bee, Coordinators
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What's Your Message?

When you say Merry Christmas, what image
comesto mind - ababy inamanger, a jolly
Santa, a peaceful Currier and lves snowy
landscape? The greeting cards we send and
receive at Christmas can be awindow into our
hopes and values. They give us away to
connectwith family and asmall canvas onto
which we can sketch our image of what Christ-
mas means most deeply. What is your message
this Christmas?
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Christmas Eve
WORSHIP

Afterthe shopping, baking and preparations for
Christmas Day are winding down, we encourage
you to come to our joyful Christmas Eve
Worship at 7:00 PM. The service will bring a
smiletoyour faceas our childrenand youth
present a program to celebrate the gift of Jesus
Christ.

Thisyear we ask you to bringa"gift" of nonper-
ishable food, diapers, and other items that can be
distributed to our clientswho cometoreceive
these "gifts" from Our Father's Cupboard.
The pantry wagons will be in the Sanctuary so
you canfill themup.

Please set aside this time to gather in the spirit of
The Good News, Jesus the Christ.

Our Local Operating Budget for 2009 is $60,031. Through
October we should have received Contributions of $50,005 or 83%
of the budget to meet planned Programs and Operating Expenses.
We are short $6,392 from where we should be at this time.

Income through October 2009 $43,613
Expensesthrough October 2009 46,804
Balance ending October 2009 $-3,191

Our Father's Cupboard
Income through October 2009 $8,453
Expensesthrough October 2009 6,441

Balance ending October 2009  $2,012

We thank you for your continuing support to the Community of
Christ.

Bob Beers, Congregational Financial Officer

All Are Called

Evangelist Glenn Day has been "assigning" the priesthood
members Bible study assignments to read between meetings. This
month we are studying the book of Romans. | just happen to be
reading abook, The Pursuit of Holiness by Dr. Jerry Bridges, a
wellknown authorwhoisinvolved in collegiate ministry that begins
with a passage from the sixth chapter of Romans - For sin shall
not be your master, because you are not under law, but under
grace. Itwas quite radical for these men, having been commis-
sioned by Christ, to continue His ministry and form His churchto
suggest that the laws of Jewish tradition and faith were not neces-
sarily what God wanted them to obey. It was instead, by the grace
of God through Jesus Christ, that their sins would be forgiven.
They no longer needed to live under the rule of the Morals Police in
the form of the ruling Kings and Pharisees. Such risk takers!

We like Paul, Peter, Timothy, and all the other faithful
disciples are called to be the bearers of the Goods News of Christ
Jesus. Are we willing to be the risk takers in times of turmoil and
despair? Can we share the hope in God's grace and salvation to
those who do not believe? God says, Yes! Inthe coming year,
may we all move forward in faith and obedience to answer the call
of the God of Grace that we all serve.

Ginger Robertson
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Donate Ink Cartridges

As we continue our

Adventjourneyto If you don't have any use for your empty
Bethlehem, we are re- ink or toner cartridges from your printer, please
minded thatnothing came donate them to the church. Any cartridges/
easy for Mary and Joseph toners donated to the church will be used for
asthey traveled to this busy Staples Rewards. Printing the bulletineach
crowded town to be week and two to three times a month enclosures,
counted\i/rc;hr? )r/]eatf)!y i plus printing the congregational directory yearly
census. Withthe birt does mean we go through a lot of ink. Asyou
]OMT’?’I ey to Bethlehem eminent, they found no- know, ink is not cheap. So if you aren't partici-
where tostay and little pating inareward program yourself, we would
support. Would the response had been any better had the inn- appreciate your old cartridges/toners. We
keepers of Bethlehem known that Mary carried in her the Messiah, recently received a reward summary for 4
the Savior ofall mankind? Maybe, butthrough God's miracles, the cartridges and received $12.00 towards the
birth of Jesus was spread throughout the land. Bands of Angels - purchase of new ones. Thatwould really help
brightly shining stars - those who saw these signs became wit- with the printing budget for nextyear.

nesses to this precious gift. We, too, even today can be witnesses
tothe living Messiah. Letour voicesringoutjustlike the Angels:

Alleluia! Christ was born, and he lives today in the hearts of

mankind! Alleluia!

Placeyourold cartridges/tonersina
plastic or paper bag and give them to Elaine
Gregg.

Elaine Gregg, Communications

Prepare the Way is the theme of our Second Sunday of
Advent (HOPE). Prophets foretold the message of God that the
Messiah would come to save us from our sinful ways. With that
prophesy came the warning that all must be prepared to receive him.

Priest Scott Cramer will help us to understand what we must do to A Quote from a Serviceman

prepare ourselves for the second coming of Christ. Priest Heather I felt peace in the soldiers to my left and

Devinewill preside over this December 6th Communion Service. right, who have shown me the power of
Onthe Third Sunday of Advent (JOY), December 13th, brotherhood and the meaning of sacri-

Elder Jim Deering will encourage us to Proclaim the Good News. fice.

Johnthe Baptist was sent by God to proclaim the good news that During thi¢ Chrictmag season, let ug

Jesus, the Son of God, would bring salvation to all whowould remember those serving in the military

receive Himand be baptized in his name. That message is just as all over this earth who are giving o

important today as it was then. Teacher Fay Beers will preside. much for peace.

Elder Marcia Brougher brings us the message of how The
Lord's Word is Fulfilled. This is the fourth Sunday of Advent
(PEACE), December 20th. Aswe anticipate the celebration of
Christmas, we remember that God's promises to us are covenants that we hold sacred. He came to earth in the form of a
baby, His Divine Son, to live among the people of that time. How could those people have understood the events that
would follow when this man, Jesus, fulfilled his Father's will? How canwe? Teacher Nancy Skene is planning this
service of celebration.

What would it have been like to have lived in that time when Jesus was born? According to scripture, All Who
Heard Were Amazed at the news of this virgin birth. Evangelist Bob Slasor will share God's message of how we, as
Christians, can grow spiritually in our relationship with Christ. High Priest Nanette Dizney is pre- siding over this Decem-
ber27thservice, the first Sunday after Christmas.

Asalways, we invite all to join us on Wednesday evenings to fellowship and offer our prayers and praises to our Lord.
Coffeeandlightrefreshmentsare available to expand this into atime of gathering for sharing our love and friendship.

May you all have a blessed and Christ-filled Christmas season.  Ginger Robertson, Worship Coordinator
Celebration Wews 5




Passing on the Gift

The question asked this month, December, was
Tell about a special gift you received for
Christmas. The following answers were
received.

The angels sang songs of peace on earth
The night the Savior was born,
But we live in a world of violence and chaos;

L . . led and torn.
Bona Lee - A special gift | received for Christ- Many hearts are troubled and torn

mas goes way back in my memory. | was Jesug offers us the gift of his peace
probably six yearsold, and I recall an early (Not the type the world can give).

Christmas morning having the firstsight of the It bathes on with calmness within

decorated Christmas tree AND a cupboard, In gpite of the conditiong in which we live.
table and four chairs for me and my dollsto play God blegsed those who became peacemakers -
on. Itlooked just They radiate to otherg an inner joy.

like beautiful new It testifies to the sufficiency of his grace

furniture to me. 1 That outward circumstances cannot destroy.

learned later that Often hope is only a guarded, longed-for wish

my dad _had made Till it'e currendered into the Savior's hand,
all of thisout of Acgsured that he is Lord over all circumstances,
used boards that I can rest securely; I'm part of Hig plan!

he was able to
find. It was made
sowelland just for
me as | had two brothers. This was toward the
end of the depression. A lovely memory!

Stressed-out people keep trudging along
Mindful of all their commitments to fill.

Then softly a serenity filters into weary hearts,
Replacing a despair with his peace be still.

Lord, I pray during this special season

Patty Day - This is easy as it was right after the Keep me focused on you and things above;
September 11,2001, terroristattack in New That everything I am and do may bring you glory
York. I, like everyone, was very upset. | felt For it i my gift of love.

very disconnected to my family - mainly my
momwhowas living in Floridawhile I wasliving
inPennsylvania. My Christmas giftfrommy

--Dorothy Cooley

wonderful husband that year was a surprise visit NOEI%H ALLELUJAH MERRY%%:HRI STMAS HAPPY NEW%E AR
from my mom and her husband that Glenn had 2 .

secretly arranged. It was the most special

Christmas! I MAY NOT BE A "WISE MAN/ BUT AT

LEAST I NEVER 6OT SO LOST I HAD TO ASK
HEROD FOR DIRECTIONS.

Denise Chlebina - One of my most favorite
Christmas giftsis my charm bracelet I received
from my grandmother. Each charm has a
special meaning.

Melinda Creel - A few years back | received
aspecial gift from both Patrick and Kaitlyn. It
was a beautiful pair of earrings that they picked
outtogether, and they were evenwillingto
bargain with the jeweler. They only had so
much money, but they really wanted to get these
earrings for their mom. The jeweler was nice
enough to help them out. Every time I look at
those earrings, they mean more to me. First, my
childrenagreed onsomething, and second, it
came from their hearts with love.
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€ Jimand Carolyn Deering had a jolly good time in England
stayingatan English family'shome, and Jimand Marcia
Brougher had the opportunity to get to know the Douse family as
they were staying in Deering's home here in Florida? The ex-

change wentwell, and they all will do itagain! DécéIIfFér

€ Carol Law, Don Fant, Nanette Dizney and Karen Palko 03  Genevieve Wenzel
attended the Florida Mission Center's MissionFest at Deerhaven 07 DarylQuinn
Retreat Center? 09 Bob Slasor

. . ] 13 Rosalee Long
€ Bettie Chlebina, and her three daughters: Andrea Cooper, 16  Michael Vaughan

Jane Kelley and Nancy Skene, traveled around Spain and have . .
. - 22 Jerilyn Gregg-Chlebina
many storiesto tell about theiradventures? -
22 JackWilkins

& Jerilyn, Megan, and Denise Chlebina, Jolene and 26 Jim Brougher
Elaine Gregg enjoyed aweek in the Smoky Mountains with the 29  Shirley Clow
treesin fall colors at the Skene's cabin with four other female 30 Cody Morgan
family members, two from Wisconsin and two from Missouri, fora 30 Carol Law
rare opportunity to be together and enjoying doing and being? 30 Nancy & Lee Peters (anniv)
Janvary
. 02  RobertaHamilton
Some Information You Need to Know 02  Lonnie Cooper

Please DO NOT bri ith drinks into th 06 Nancy Skene
Ll 2l ease DO NOT bring cups with drinks into the 09 Lee Peters

sanctuary. One little drop can leave ugly stains on the carpet. 13 Nanette Dizney
Keep cupsinthe fellowship hall and classrooms, and if something 13 Kaitlyn James
getsspilled, cleanitup. Cupsor bottlesalso should notbe placed 17 Heather Quinn
ontablesinthe narthex. Remember to treat our church facility )
withtender loving care. 19 Patrick James
20 Elaine Gregg

W w  Thestorage buildingisdue foraninterior cleaning. The 21  Heather Devine
planistosortthroughwhatisinthe buildingand then build shelves 22 Kay & Dale Budd (anniv)
to increase our storage space. So if you have any items you have 24  Danielle Johnson

leftin the building that you need to claim, please do so by the end of 2%  Bill Caudle

the year. Everything else will be put in the yard sale area or 26 Patti & Larry Bell (anniv)

removed. Thankyou. 27  Betty Simpson

w-  \Whendecorating or just putting up signs or banners onthe 30 Dawn Kolquist
walls of the church, please DO NOT put nails in or use scotch tape
to do so. There are removable hooks (of different types and for

different weights) that should be used. They are the 3M Command Celebration News is a publication of the
type that can be used without destroying the walls when removing. Co’;’gg";’;’;‘;g :g’é’”
These hooks can be found on a shelf inabox in the janitor's closet. Bradenton FL 34203-5413
They are marked HOOKS. When you are taking down your ﬁh“"h "';02239::”25"544'

. website: cofchristbradenton.com
decorations or such, please remove the hooksand returnthemto e R B T G S
the box so they can be used again. Let us be good stewards over 0 SGLTES CIEESIS Al G
ourbuilding. Elaine Gregg, 8075 36th St Cir E, Sarasota 34243
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Community of Christ

% Elaine Gregg

8075 36th Street Cir E
Sarasota FL 34243-6309

Address Correction Requested
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There are many families in need of food on a daily basis ¢ <
Let us give them a holiday gift of not having to worry z
about food during the Christmas season.

(\9{ nd suddenly there was with the angel

amultitude of the heavenly host praising
¥ <3 Godandsaying:

Glory to God in the highest heaven, And
on earth peace, goodwill among people!

Luke2:13-14

#
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Our Father's Cupbogrd on December 13th.
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