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The 9:00 AM Easter Breakfast this year will consist of eggs cooked to order, pan-
cakes, bacon, sausage, breakfast casseroles, biscuits and sausage gravy, fruit salad and
cold cereal.  Wow, that’s quite an array of food to choose from.  There will also be the
usual coffee, milk and juice.  In the kitchen will be chef Scott Cramer and sous-chefs
Dale Morgan and Jim Brougher along with Morgan family members. There is
rumor that there may be a lady or two!

Spend your Easter morning enjoying good food and good fellowship.

Easter is here, and you know what that means, right?  Yes, our annual EGG-
Citing Egg Hunt with colorful plastic eggs filled with a variety of goodies.  This
event is FREE and guaranteed to provide children glee.  The EGG-Citing Egg
Hunt and Activities will take place in classrooms 5 & 7.  The activities are for
children between preschool and 5th grade and begin at 9:45 AM.

The Hunt will require some volunteers to hide eggs and assist in a variety of
activities.  If you cannot volunteer to hide eggs or help with an activity, consider
this -- Easter egg hunts are a wonderful way to bring communities together.  The
Egg Hunt will provide us with a terrific opportunity to break down the barriers
of unfamiliarity.  While the kids are hunting and playing, parents and adults can
get to know each other and delight in watching the children finding the eggs.  It
would also be a great time to visit with our guests.  If you are expecting to bring
guests who may want to participate in the Hunt, please let Jerilyn Gregg-
Chlebina (792.5527) know so there will be plenty of EGG-Citings for all!

A video will be shown as 9:45 AM in the sanctuary as
an Adult Easter Activity.  All adults are invited.

During this Lenten Season, we were provided preparation material for Easter.
Easter is here!  The tomb is empty!  Now is our time to celebrate.  Glenn Day will
bring the message, and we will observe the Communion, the Sacrament of the
Lord’ Supper, on this very special day.  Come ready to be a part of the worship
experience this Easter Sunday Worship.  Remember - our worship will start at
10:45 AM.   This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in
it.  Let us rejoice with each other as we celebrate the resurrected Christ.
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Having lived in Florida for over 20
years now, I have seen weather extremes but
nothing like this winter.  In years past, it
seemed like the seasons melted one into the
next without much notice or fanfare.  An
occasional respite from the hot weather was
met with much appreciation, but overall we
enjoyed balmy winters with blue skies and
beautiful trees and flowers.  Not so, this year.
After months of bundling up against the chill,
there are finally signs that spring is really here
Soon we will once again open the windows,
pack away our sweaters and jackets and head
outside to enjoy warm weather pursuits.

Spring is a season of renewal.  During
this time of Lent we have had the opportunity
to reflect on our spiritual journey and prepare
ourselves to experience the redemptive power
of Christ’s resurrection in a deep and mean-
ingful way.  What better time to share this
good news with others who are waiting to hear
the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Soon we will be heading out to the
beaches, the ball parks, the soccer fields and back
yard barbecues with family and friends.  Some of
you will be traveling back to your homes in other
parts of the country.  We never know who God
will place in our path.  Seize these opportunities
to meet new people and to share with them the
joy of knowing our Savior, Jesus.  Don’t be afraid
to praise and honor him for what he has done in
your life.  Your story, your testimony, may be the
one that changes someone else’s life forever.
Invite them to church or offer a prayer.  Enjoy this
time of awakening and renewal.  Throw open
those windows of opportunity and breathe in the
Spirit of God.

Ginger Robertson, Outreach Ministries

Notification to Priesthood and Youth
Workers

The church has updated the Youth Worker Training.
This means that ALL priesthood members and ALL present
approved youth workers will need to view a presentation in
order to interact with children and families.  On Sunday, April
25th, at 3:00 PM a CD presentation will be held at the church.
Any person who works in the nursery, Sunday School, Vacation
Bible School, youth ministry, or gives ministry to families
MUST receive this training.  Present certified youth workers
will not need to fill out forms, but must take this training.
ANYONE interested in working with children or youth should
take advantage of this opportunity.  Youth planning to be a CIT
(Counselor in Training) need the class in order to receive the
Youth Worker Assistant status.  Any youth between the ages of
15-20 are considered Youth Worker Assistants.

We are encouraging everyone to take advantage of this
opportunity.  In doing so we all will be prepared to work with
our children and youth at any time.  We hope to schedule
another presentation at a later date, but, as of this time, a date
has not been chosen.  If you have any questions, please contact
Elaine Gregg (351.1072).

Elaine Gregg, Administrative Ministries

Tough Economic Times

A pastor for a small church was so poorly paid that he
began to look for a part time job to help support his family.  He
saw an ad in the newspaper for a worker at the local zoo.  He
applied and was told by the zoo manager, “The black bear has
always been one of our prime attractions, but he died a week
ago.  We want someone to come in three days every week, dress
as a black bear and entertain the kids.”

The preacher got the job, and he made a good bear.  He
would growl and run around the bear cage.  The kids thought he
was a real bear.  The preacher loved his new job.  One day he
decided to climb the tree like a bear.  The kids loved it.  Unfor-
tunately, the tree was not properly secured and tilted over.  The
bear fell into the Lion’s den.

Well, the lion bounced on the bear.  There was clawing,
biting, hair flying and the lion was too much for the bear.  So
the preacher decided that the only way he could survive was to
lock the lion into a bear hug and squeeze for dear life.  It was
working.  The lion could hardly breathe.  Finally, the lion
shouted, “Ease up, brother!  You are not the only underpaid
preacher in town!”



3Celebration News

Smiling Faces

Oh, how we love Jesus!  The evidence is on the smiling
faces I meet when we come together on the second Sunday of
the month for Children’s Church.

Our focus beginning in 2010 has been on
“Peace.”  With its many definitions and meanings,
we can easily spend months discovering why this
theme is so important to our Community of Christ
family and to the world in which our children live.

Through stories, songs, games, scriptures
and hands-on activities, the children explore and
learn.  There is no shortage of lively conversation.
Everyone participates and shares their own
thoughts and ideas on the theme.

The March class had us learning how to
find New Testament parables in the Bible.  Each
child was given the book, chapter and verses to
look up.  After some explanation of what to look
for, their fingers were flying through the Bible
eagerly trying to find their specific parable.  After
each one read their scripture, we discussed what it meant.  It
was a truly successful exercise!  With more experiences like this
one, our young boys and girls are well on their way to making
the Bible a wonderful source of learning.

Patty Day, Children’s Church Coordinator

Now is the Time!

Come for a weekend and focus on
deepening your relationship with God at the
Spiritual Growth Retreat to be held at
Deerhaven Retreat Center, May 14-16.  Guest
minister Jerry Nieft brings his vast experi-
ences and knowledge to share with those
attending the retreat.  The theme for the
retreat is Now is the Time!  Awaken!  Be
Transformed!  Learn, share, grow, bask in the
Spirit and renew your soul.

The director of the retreat is Karen
Palko.  If you have questions, contact Karen.
She will be more than pleased to share with
you.  Bring a journal or notebook, scriptures
and a lawn chair which is optional.  The cost
is $55.  You can register online at
www.cofchristfmc.org.

Men Have Fun and Lunch

On the morning of March 11th, four men
gathered to tee off at the Perida Golf

Course in anticipation of a fun morning.  This
was the inaugural meeting of the new Men’s Activity
Group.  The men enjoyed perfect weather for their golf
game and enjoyed each other’s company while hitting the
little white ball around.  The fellowship they enjoyed
during the golf game was also present during their lunch
together.

It is hoped that this gathering is the beginning of
monthly get togethers.  The activity won’t always be golf.
Men, if you have a pastime activity that you enjoy or

want to make sure you are included in next
month’s meeting, call Jim Brougher

(752.5856).

Patty Day instructs eager learners (l-r) Hailie
Rodriguez, Zoe Van Beek and Ishmael
Hankins) to find New Testament parables in
their Bibles during a recent Children’s Church.

(B) Bill Williams(A) Nancy Skene
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There were many happy faces at the Church
Work Day held Saturday, March 13.  Pictured
above are Patrick James and Jo Willetts
trimming back the dead part of a bushes ‘hit’
by one of the winter freezes.

Bob Beers trims the bushes.

Happy and helpful children rake up leaves from
around the picnic area.  Shown are Zoe Van Beek,
Kaitlyn James, Sydney Evans and Cole Van Beek.

Are you learning about church family members in the Who Am
I? column?  Have you found the names without a problem?
Remember the names are hidden in the newsletter somewhere!
Good luck finding the two names for this month’s Who Am I?.
Last month’s persons were (A) Cole Van Beek and (B) Jim
Deering.

(A) Who Am I?

1 - Set county record in high school for 70 yard low hurdles
2 - Made shoes at a Wolverine shoe factory
3 - All State musician in high school
4 - Fell off the top of a playground slide and broke arm around

the age of 10
5 - Sold Tupperware in upstate New York
6 - First car was a 1956 Ford Fairlane Coupe
7 - Fell asleep on second date with future spouse during a

planetarium show
8 - Pulled over by a state trooper for a delinquent safety sticker

and cried way out of a ticket!
9 - Mistakenly used powered clothes detergent instead of a “look

alike” flour/sugar mix to make a breakfast souffle for a
large family camping trip

10 - Fell while on a church ice skating outing and cut eyebrow
which was stitched up while spouse was being
questioned  thoroughly by hospital personnel

(B) Who Am I?

1 - When 15 years old parents died from auto accident one week
of each other

2 - Lived with older sister to finish school
3 - Was in the Navy Submarine Service
4 - Retired from a CSL.Behring. L.L.C.
5 - Church convert
6 - Called to priesthood a month after joining the church
7 - Moved to Florida in 1992
8 - Home was flooded two years straight
9 - Since moving to Florida made one move
10 - Am an election poll worker
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World Conference Convenes

In a few weeks members of Community of Christ will be
leaving their homes in countries from around the world to meet
for 2010 World Conference.  The Conference will be held in
Independence, Missouri, from April 10 through 17.  Can’t you
just see the colorful setting with many members wearing clothes
typical of their culture?  Oh yes, one can’t forget the leis that
are brought from French Polynesia and Hawaii as well as other
cultural items that are shared with others.  There will be the
greetings of old friends uniting and new friendships being made.
It truly is a wonderful and blessed time!  But, the main reason
for the gathering is to consider serious church matters.  Matters
that affect Community of Christ members from all corners of the
world.

There are many legislation items that are being pre-
sented this year.  Also under consideration will be the document
presented to the church by President Stephen M. Veazey in
January of this year.  The past few months we have been asked
to pray for the church leaders, the delegates and all those
attending the conference.  When we take things to God in prayer
and ask for open minds, wonderful blessings can occur.  We, as
members of Community of Christ, are inspired to be prophetic
people - people of vision and people of peace.  Please continue
in these next few weeks to pray for discernment for all those
attending the 2010 World Conference.

Elaine Gregg, Administrative Ministry

Income through February 2010 $ 9,609

Expenses through February 2010    6,623

Balance $ 2,986

2010 Operating Budget $58,178

Operating Tithes through February should be $9,696 or 16.7%
of Budget.  We are just about even through February!

Our Father’s Cupboard through February 2010

Income $ 3,074

Expenses    1,678

Balance $ 1,396

This balance includes $1,500 of a Florida Mission Center
$3,000 Grant to Our Father’s Cupboard.

      Bob Beers, Congregation Financial Officer

Celebrate and Rejoice

The dark reality of the events of Good
Friday will be remembered on April 2 at a
7:00 PM service.  The story will be retold
through scripture readings and songs.  But then.......

On Sunday, April 4th, we will Delight
in New Life as we celebrate Easter.  Evangelist
Glenn Day and Elder Elaine Gregg will lead
us in a joyous communion service.  This
service will BEGIN at 10:45 AM.

Fresh from our Easter celebration,
Priest Heather Devine will preside on April
11.  Elder Penny Cramer will bring the
message using the story from Acts, Chapters 3-5,
where the apostles Teach in Christ’s Name.

Joy Comes with the Morning is de-
scribed in Psalm 30 as well as the story in
John of the disciples netting 153 fish with the
guidance of Jesus.  The disciples’ nets were
empty until Jesus went out on the boat with
them.  How full is your net?  Priest Carolyn
Deering and Teacher Nancy Skene will share
their ministry with us on April 18.  The Sacra-
ment of Baby Blessing will take place during
the service.

On April 25, Elder Jim Deering will
preside over the service of Every Tribe,
Nation, People and Language.  Priest Scott
Cramer will use scriptures from Acts and
Revelation to describe our relationship with
God as we share the peace of Jesus Christ with
every tribe, nation and people.

Committed disciples continue to share
Prayer and Praise together at 7:00 PM on
Wednesday nights.  More disciples are always
welcomed to join this midweek service.

During this Easter season, use every
worship opportunity available to celebrate and
rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord.

Jo Fenn-Martin, Worship

A congregation financial officer told his
congregation:  I have good news and bad
news about our pledges.  The good news is:
we have reached our goal.  The bad news is:
you still have it in your pocket!
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The Path to Resurrection

Ecclesiastes 3:1 reads To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.

As we celebrate this Easter, I am drawn back to the above scripture.  Years ago I had the opportunity to go to
the Cleveland Playhouse to see “Jesus Christ Superstar.”  The memories are still so vivid for me as I witnessed the
unfolding of the Crucifixion.  As you can imagine there were certain parts that were extremely powerful in their
ability to stir the emotions.  The setting of the Last Supper as Christ revealed that one so close to Him would deny
Him and another would actually betray Him gave me chills.  I felt an overwhelming sense of loneliness as Jesus
returned from prayer to find Peter and the sons of Zebedee asleep in the garden.  But the hardest part for me was
when He was brought before Pilate and subjected to 40 lashes with a whip.  Though in reality it took only a few
minutes to portray, it seemed like an eternity to sit through.  It all became so real to me.  I will never forget the
sound of the whip cracking....with each stroke I was more uneasy in my seat.  I could barely stand it by the end.

My heart ached like never before in my understanding of what my Savior endured for me, and made me
ashamed of the times in my life when I have felt that following Him was just too hard.  I found this poem that helps
me understand that He went there first so that I would not have to.

The road is too rough, I said.
Dear Lord, there are stones that hurt me so.
And He said, Dear child, I understand,
     I walked it long ago.

But there’s a cool green path, I said;
Let me walk there for a time.
No child, he gently answered me,
The green path does not climb.

My burden, I said, is far too great,
How can I bear it so?
My child, He said, I remember the weight;
I carried MY cross, you know.

But, I said, I wish there were friends with me
Who would make my way their own.
On yes, He said, Gethsemane
Was hard to bear alone.

And so I climb the stony path
Content at last to know
That where my Master had not gone,
I would not need to go.

Why did Christ have to suffer and bear
this cross?  A time to every purpose under
heaven.  God’s perfect plan..it is not for us to
question, only to trust and remember that He
did it for each and every one of us.  He paid
the price and settled the debt.  What a glorious
gift we were given through His sacrifice!!

As we celebrate His resurrection, may
it bring you Hope for the future, Joy in your
life, Peace in your soul, and Love in your
heart...for He is Risen!!

Carolyn Deering

Plan now to be a part of our Vacation
Bible School 2010, “Step Up and Go
Green for Jesus” on June 8th through
11th, 6:00-8:30 PM.  The Atlanta Peace
Mobile will be here to help us explore
what the Bible says about peace for me,
you, us, the world and the planet.  You
won’t want to miss the crafts, music, fun
and friends.  See you at VBS in June!

Nanette Dizney and Charyn Walker,
VBS Co-directors

On Saturdays, May 1 and May 22, you
are invited to a Guess Who’s Coming
to Dinner?   In the Information Center
you will find a sign up sheet to be a
host and guest.

Please sign up and enjoy the mystery
and fun of Guess Who’s Coming to
Dinner?  This is a congregational
activity for all ages.

Charyn Walker, Coordinator
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 Heather and Tim Devine and Karla,
Jason, Zoe and Cole Van Beek  attended the
Young Adult Retreat held at Deerhaven
Retreat Center and enjoyed socializing with
other young adults from around the state, the
nature hike to the old outdoor chapel and the
peace and quiet that Deerhaven provides?

 Ryan Hollenbeck is expected back in the
USA the first part of June?

 3 Jim Deering
 5 Haillie Rodriguez
 5 Dale Morgan, Jr.
 7 Jo Fenn-Martin
 8 Lillian Wade
 9 Scott Morgan
12 Patty Day
14 Scott Cramer
17 Jeanette Dean
19 Betty & Ken Simpson (anniv)
20 Frankie Scholl
21 Debbie Stevens
25 Denise Chlebina
30 David Robertson

Correction:
Bodoettger, Margie and Carl should be
Boettger

Update:
Karen Palko e-mail address:
Karenpalko@gmail.com

AprAprAprAprAprililililil

A lot of work goes into our Annual Yard Sale which was held
Saturday, March 27, this year.  Pictured left are Carolyn
Deering, Merv and Barbara Smith and Ginger Robertson
working on sorting and pricing items prior to the sale.

Left: Basil Long, Fay
Beers and Nancy Skene
pause as a customer digs
deep in his pocket!

Pictured below are Jo
Willetts and Charlie
Walker serving Larry Bell
his lunch special.

Frankie Scholl and
Jonathan
Robertson are
shown washing
one of many cars
they shined while
people shopped.
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Community of Christ
% Elaine Gregg
8075 36th Street Cir E
Sarasota FL  34243-6309

Address Correction Requested


