You Preach a Message

The following is printed with permission from Dr. Roger
Kunkel, Parish Associate, First Presbyterian Church of
Sarasota

A good deal of attentionisfocused onthe sermon/
message preached each Sunday. However, thefirst
sermon received by thosewho enter the church for
worshipisthesermonyou, themembers, preach.

Y OU preachaM ESSAGE of good cheer andthe Ta-
Dal of thegospel whenyousay, "GoodMorning," to
thoseyou meet asyou are parking, or walking, or gather-
inginaclassroom.

Y OU preachaM ESSAGE of "Welcome! " whenyou sit
inadifferent placeor whenyouslideover inthepew,
rather thanforcing othersto squeezepast you, indicating
you areglad for the presence of everyone.

Y OU preachaM ESSAGE of hopeand joy whenyou
singenthusiastically duringtheservice.

Y OU preachaM ESSA GE of lovewhenyou smile, say
helloandintroduceyourselvestovisitors.

Y OU preachaM ESSA GE about theimportance of
scripturewhen you openthe pew Bibletotheday's
scripture, and you preach amessage about faith when
yougiveyour offering cheerfully, out of perpetua
gratitude.

Many M ESSA GE S are preached before and after the
minister deliversthesermon. If YOURMESSAGES

arepositiveand fromthe heart, thenthemessagefrom

thepul pitwill bebetter received.

YOUR CHAL L ENGE istocomeeach Sunday
morningready to PREACH YOUR BEST
SERMON. Whenyoudo, youwill leave
heartprintsof love.
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The Cupboard Has a Revolving
Door!

Our Father'sCupboar d hasawaysbeena
wonderful outreach ministry of our congregation. Over
theyearsit hashel ped hundredsof individual sand
familiesintimesof great need. Thisyear sofar has
been no different; infact, we havereachedinto areas
that are new to us. With the leadership of Pat Bovee
and M ark Bee we now have an opportunity to takea
new step. Wewould liketowork intwo areas: one
would beto continuewith ared wagonfood driveoncea
month, andthesecondwouldallow us, inconjunction
withlocal food pantriesto beableto purchasefood,
much of it at 18 cents/pound, fromthegovernment and
then makeit availabletothoseinneed. Thiswouldbe
doneinpartnershipwiththeUnited Way and thelocal
food pantry.

In order to takethisnext step it would mean an
increaseinour current budget of about $2,500to cover
food expensesandadlight alterationinsideour current
storagebuilding. Pleasebesuretogivethisprayerful
thought and consideration.

Wewill haveashort
Special Business
M eeting to consider
abudgetincrease
andvoteonitat
10:30 AM,
June 8th.

Jim Deering,
AdministrativePastor
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Father's Day Poem

It'shardtolook youintheeye,

And say what'son my heart;

My throat getstight, and tearswell up,
Beforel even start.

SoPop, I'll try totell you,
Inthissimplelineor two;

Just what my heartissaying,
Whenmy lipssay, "I loveyou..."

Itsays, " Thanksfor al thehard work,
Thatyou'vedonethroughoutyour life;
Tobeagood provider,

Foryour childrenandyour wife."

It says, Thanksfor all thefunwehand,
When | wasjust akid,;

For IndianGuidesandL.ittleL eague,
Andall thestuff wedid."

Y our fiercedetermination,

Hashel ped meset goalshigh;
Andknow theonly oneswholose,
Arethosewho never try!

Y our lovefor other people,
Andcompassionfor their needs,
Hasshownmethat, tofollow Christ,
We must be sowing seeds!

Y our steadfast love, throughthick andthin,
Hashel ped meunderstand,;

How muchour Father lovesus,
AsHeholdsusinHishands...

So, onthisday, when DadsareKings,
Andwegivethemall their due;
There'sonemorethingyou needtoknow,
My heart says"| loveyou!"

Written by Joe Masek, brother of Carolyn Deering
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Let's Get Together

SUMMER ISHERE!! Let'sget together for some
funnights!! Mark your calendar for Saturday, June28thif
you areinterested in attending aplay at the Asolo Theater
inSarasota. Wewill beseeing"Menopause, theMusical.”
Thisisawonderful presentationof musicfromthe60's,
70's,and 80'sand an evening of laughter youwill not soon
forget.

A group rate of 20% off theticket priceif thereare
100r morepeoplegoing. Balcony ticketsare$22.00and
$30.00. Anyonewhowouldliketogoand haveafantas-
tictime, pleasecall Car olyn Deeringassoonaspossible
sowe can have acount and hopefully be ableto take
advantageof that 20% group discount rate. Call Carolyn
athome(371.3741) or on her cell phone(539.3633.)

Ladies, | promiseyouwill not besorry to spendthe
night at thetheatre, and men, youwill findit hilarious!!
(Notefrom Carolyn: "I dragged Jimtothisplay afew
yearsback, and he can't wait to go seeit again; heloved
it!")

Carolyn Deering, Pastoral Pastor

Congregational LIFE Workshop

Thefocus of the Congregational Life Workshop
thisyear will be" Revivingand Equi pping Faithful Commu-
nities." Through classes, worship, formationexperiences,
andfellowship, many of theissuesimportant to healthy
andfaithful congregational lifewill beexplored. This
eventwill beheld at Graceland Univer sity, July 27 -
August 1. If youwould liketo be apart of theweek's
activitiesand expand your capacity toreceivethebl ess-
ingsthat God hasfor you, gotowww.Cof Christ.org/clw/

Notice:

Asof thistime, V acation Bible School will not beheld
June9-13. Itishopedthat it will beableto bescheduled
later thissummer. If you haveany further questions,
please contact M elinda James or Heather Cosgrove
Manfull.
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Theweatheristurning
warmer, and there are
fewer worshippersinthe
pewsasour winter mem-
bershaveretreated to the
north. However, each
Sunday morningand
Wednesday eveningwe
- gathertoworshipandgive
-7 praiseandthanksto God.

TheCommunionService
will beon June 1 whenwebeginour monthlong study of
faith. Faithrequiresthat wetakeaction. Actionrequires
usto havefaith. Priest Ginger Robertson and Elder
Beth Slasor will share scriptureswith usto support the
theme"Buildwith Faith." Wouldyou say Noah built with
fath?

Whenyouthink of faith, another figureinscriptures
probably comestoyour mind. Abraham'sstory, his
responseto Godinall things, isanexampletoall people.
Elder Car ol Lawwill presideonJune8, and Priest Stuart
Skenewill speak on the theme "Journey in Faith.”

How would you answer the question, "Is Anything Too
Wonderful For God?" Evangelist Karen Palkowill
share her answer on June 15 with Teacher Nancy Skene
presidingover thisservice. Dowe, likeSarah, limit God by
our understanding? Or areweopentothewonderful,
awe-inspiringactivity of Godall around us?

Thethemefor June22is"Aliveto God." Elder Jerilyn
Gregg-Chlebinaand Priest Charyn Walker will share
withusabout thenew lifein Christ availabletous. We
must bewillingtolet go of theoldinorder toreceivethe
new.

Elder Elaine Gregg will speak onthetheme"Bea
Living Sacrifice" on June29. What doesit meanto bea
living sacrifice? Isit easy? Once again the exampl e of
Abraham and theteachingsof Paul will beusedtobringus
thislesson. Elder Jim Deeringwill presideonthis
Sunday.

Althoughthesummer monthsbringvacations,
camps, and outsideactivities, makeacommitmentto
support the Sunday morningworship servicesby your
attendance. TheWednesday evening Pray and Praise
serviceoffersanother opportunity toworship. Seeyouin
churchthissummer.

JoFenn-Martin, Worship Coordinator

Celebrated National Day of Prayer

Marciaand Jim Brougher, Charynand Charlie
Walker, and Nancy Skene attended the Kiwanis Prayer
Breakfast at theBradenton City AuditoriumonMay 1<t,
National Day of Prayer. They enjoyed the guest speaker
Sheriff Brad Steube, Copsfor Christ choir, the Pledge of
Allegiance, andtheprayersofferedfor community and
country. Thoseattending the breakfast wereleadinthe
reciting of 2 Chronicles7:14, If my people, who are
called by my name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then will | hear from heaven and will forgive their sin
and will heal their land.

May weall continueto pray for God'sblessing
individualy andcorporately.

CharynWalker, Outreach Pastor

Reminder: you canget the color version
of Celebration News on our web-site:
cofchristbradenton.com

If youprefer to receive your newsletter via
the website, please let Elaine Gregg know.
It's always good to save paper and postage!

Shownenjoyingthegathering at theBeach Breakfast
held on HolmesBeach arefrom|eft toright: Jeanette
Harris, LeePeters, Larry Bell, Boband Beth Slasor,
Cheryl Tack, and Nancy Peters. Theweather was
beautiful, thefood good, andthecompany great.
Thosewho stayed aroundfor awhilewereentertained
withaSalvation Army youth band from out of state.
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June

05 BillWilliams

07  Jonathan Robertson

16 Bob Beers

16 Carolyn & Jim Deering (anniv)
17  JacobRodriguez

18 Charles Palko Jr.

25 MeganChlebina

25 Betty & LouisWilletts (anniv)
28 John Batdorff

28 Lisa& Joel Rodiguez (anniv)
29 Karen & Charles Palko (anniv)

July
02 Nancy Peters
03 Heather & Tim Devine (anniv)
03 Jeanette & Oscar Dean (anniv)
06 Zoe Van Beek
07 Cora Blackmore 0
09 KenSimpson //.I
11 Bill Jousma 4 éd
11 EmilyVaughan /)/) -0
11  Fred Wenzel 7 ke%y &
12 JessieBenjamin J‘d/. .
15 Brad Martin /QS“

15 Jean & George Botelho (anniv)
16 LisaRodriguez

17 Esther Bender

19 Amy Smerada

25 Genevieve & Fred Wenzel (anniv)
26 Dani Cosgrove

26  Stephen Morgan

August

Amber Cooper

Nancy & Stu Skene (anniv)

Joan & Brad Martin (anniv)

Bona Lee

Ryan Hollenbeck

15 Linda& DaeMorgan (anniv)

16 Lil & Bill Caudle (55thanniv)
Larry Bell

Mervin Smith

Jo Fenn-Martin & David Martin (anniv)
Basil Long

24 MelindaJames

27  BillManfull

29 Oscar Dean

29 TimDevine

29 Carey Chaney

31 Ginger & David Robertson (anniv)
31 Rosalee & Basil Long (anniv)
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Writing the Next Chapter

Many memorieswererevisited duringmy recenttrip
toMissouri. | wasthereto shareimportant eventswith
my grandsons. Gregg, theoldest, and hisbride-to-bewere
being givenawedding shower by friendsinhiscongrega
tion. | watched him be so graciousin aroom of women
andthought about thelittletoddl er whowasconstantly on
thego. Soon hewill bemarried and ahigh school teacher.
How quickly theyearshavegone. Another chapteris
beginning.

Jered, my youngest grandson, wasnot only graduat-
ingfrom high school but al sohaving hisEagle Scout Court
of Honor. | also attended hisgraduation party which he
hadwithfiveother friends, threeof which, alongwith
Jered, make up aband. Theband played at the party, and
| saw Jered perform. And perform hedid! Againl
thought back over yearsand wondered wheretheyears
had gone. Hetooisentering another chapter of hislife.

Thisisthetime of theyear when many are experi-
encing graduations, weddings, etc. TheDid You Know
columnmentionssomewho aregraduating and wantingto
sharethisaccomplishment withus, their churchfamily.
There are many chaptersthat make up our lives. These
eventsal ongwithbirthdaysand anniversariesoftenletus
stopour dailylivingtocelebrate.

Whiledrivingthisweek | heardontheradiothat it
would bebeneficial for peopletotakethetimeto stopand
write'chapters. It wasrecommended that we do thisto
enableusto make changesin our life. Oneisto go back
throughyour lifeand namethechapterslived sofar. Give
themtitlesjustlikeinabook. Thenask yourself what title
youwouldliketogivethenext chapter. Tohelpyouwith
your next chapter consider what youlovetodo, your
natural talents, what contributionyouwanttoleaveat the
end of your life, and what peopl e, places, timingand
physical conditionsbringoutthebestinyou.

Atthistimeof theyear, weare half way through
2008, itisagoodtimeto analyzewhereweare. Maybeit
istimetomakechanges. What titlewill wegivethenext
chapter? Wherehasour discipleshipshownupinour
chapters, andisitincluded inthe next chapter? Wearen't
givenadiplomawhich sayswehavecompletedthe
discipleship courseand havegraduated. Travelingthepath
of adiscipleisn't easy. Thereisno courseto complete.
The pathisdifferent for each of us. Aswewriteour next
chapter may itincludegraduations, etc. aswell aswaysto
becomethe best disciplethat we can be.

ElaineGregg, Editor
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Enjoy a Cool Evening

Cdlingall bowlers....orwould-bebowlers....or anyone
just wantingtofellowship and havesomefunonahot
eveninginAugust. Comespend aneveningtogether at
thebowling alley and thento thechurchfor some dessert.
Wewill head to the Bradenton Laneson August 23rd. A
potluck dessertwill follow tofinishoff thenight with
fellowshipandatreat. L ook for updatesinthebulletin
thissummer and onthee-mail messaging or tel ephone
tree. Our livesget so busy inthesummer, but let's
endeavor to carveout thistimeto enjoy each other.
Carolyn Deeringwouldlikeyouto call whenthedate
draws closer so there can be acount.

Last monthinthe Did You Know columnthere
wasmention of Nancy Peter shel ping students
learntoquiltinanafter school enrichment
program. Showninthephotoarethequilts.
Canyoufind ZoeVan Beek inthemiddle of
thefront row with her quilt?

CON sRATULATIONS

7/ ==>TO OUR <~
) GRADUATES!
- 7

Danielle Johnson, daughter of Joan and Brad Martin,
graduatedfromtheUniversity of South FloridaCollegeof
Artsand Sciencewith aBachelor of ArtsDegreein
Elementary Education. Danielleishopingtoteachinan
elementary school in SarasotaCounty.

Joel Rodriguez, husband of Lisaandfather of Halilie,
will begraduating fromthePolice Academy in Manatee
CountyinJune.

Ryan Hollenbeck, son of Charynand CharlieWalker,
received hisAssociate Degreefrom Jefferson Community
CollegeinWatertown, New Y ork.

€ KaylaSmeraldagraduatesfrom elementary school
thisyear, hasbeen ontheHonor Roll threetimesthis
year, and was part of the 5th graders and staff members
at BayshoreElementary whobuilt aroller coaster with
over 6,000linksof chainintheliftsand an estimated
40,000 piecesintheentirestructure?

€ HailieRodriguezwill begraduating from preschool
andplanstoattendkindergarteninthefall?

€ GloriaChaney' granddaughter, LeslieTaylor,
graduated MagnaCum LaudefromUniversity of Central
Horida?

€ Amy Smeralda'seffortshaveresultedin her being
ontheDean'sListat Devri University onceagain?

[hmhnu Iiu" I
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To the Editor - | would like to commend you for the
2008 issue of our Directory, complete with pictures
and information. It truly helpsto place a name with a
face and enables us to know each other better! The
fact that you were the main photographer and tried to
make us look good is also quite an accomplishment! |
feel we take you for granted and do not often recog-
nize your many talents, your desire to help us become
a true Christian community, and your love of God.
Elaine Gregg, thank you. With love, Bona Lee
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Community of Christ

% Elaine Gregg

8075 36th Street Cir E
Sarasota FL  34243-6309

Address Correction Requested
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Many enjoyed the Spaghetti SCott Cramer ang Esther
Dinner/Silent Auction/ Bender join to-

Karaoke held in May. Dale gether for g

Morgan headed up the kitchen karoke duet.

crew and Heather Cosgrove
Manfull was in charge of the
auction. Karoke had some
pleasurable moments!

LillianWadeand RobertaHamilton
enjoy anltalianmeal of spaghetti with
all thetrimmings.

Dani Cosgrove, Zoe and
Cole Van Beek, and
Matthew Devine give
their karoke rendition.
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